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Hampton VAMC hosts annual
“Welcome Home American Hero”
More than 85 local returning Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) service members and their families were on hand for the Hampton VA Medical Center’s “Welcome Home American Hero” event Sept. 18 at the Virginia Air and Space Center in downtown Hampton, VA.  The annual event is one way in which Veterans Affairs can thank service members and their families for their dedication and service to their country.  

“It’s important that our returning service members know that the community appreciates the sacrifices they have made for our community and to know that we are here to help them,” said Julia Allaman, OEF/OIF manager.  “There are more than 25 organizations signed up to share their information with them and their families today.”
Allaman explained that the main mission of the OEF/OIF Program is to ensure a smooth transition of the Nation’s service members from active duty service to the VHA Health Care system.  Active duty service members and Veterans, alike, were visiting booths, picking up brochures and discovering the countless services and programs available to them ~ both at the Hampton VAMC and the surrounding communities.

“One OEF/OIF Veteran approached the Rural Health Initiative booth to discuss his challenges in filing paperwork for his VHA benefits,” said Kevin Amick, Rural Health Integrator.  “The team reviewed his records onsite and immediately discovered the 
discrepancies.  They were able to resubmit his paperwork with his correct information which allowed him to qualify for his VHA medical benefits.”
Amick said that the number of OEF/OIF service members and Veterans continue to increase and that the Veterans Health Administration is embracing its obligation to offer all necessary health care and mental health services in a timely manner to returning service members.

“Many of our Veterans are unaware of VHA health care and confused about eligibility and that’s why events like this Welcome Home are so important,” Amick said.  “It is imperative that these services members are fully educated about VHA health care services and eligibility, and that they know that their service to the United States is appreciated.” 

Standing together in support for those being honored with the festivities, Hampton VAMC Director DeAnne M. Seekins and Council members Angela Lee Leary and Will J. Moffett, from the City of Hampton, and the members of the Hampton Military Affairs Committee addressed those gathered. 

“More than 18,000 service members have returned to the Hampton Roads area,” said Seekins.  “Hampton VAMC staff and I are passionate about serving our returning OEF/OIF service members and our Veterans.  We touch the lives of more than 1,800 patients at our hospital each day and have an opportunity to make a difference in their lives. Please know that we are dedicated, committed and ‘Proud to Serve’ all of you.”
The Hampton VAMC and the City of Hampton have been working together to ensure that returning OEF/OIF military, Veterans and their families have both the support and services they deserve.
“We want our Veterans to know that the city is here to help our returning service members as well,” said Moffett, as he looked out over the crowd.  “There are many resources in the local community to assist families with the transition.”
Representatives from the Hampton VAMC also onsite to share the latest information included MyHealtheVet, the OEF/OIF Program, Housing and Urban Development-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing and Suicide Prevention.  Rural Health Initiative team members were available to enroll Veterans into the VA health care system and answer questions about health care benefits and services.

Area participants from throughout Virginia included Virginia Wounded Warrior, Vet Center, Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Center, American Legion, Virginia Beach Psychiatric Center, Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom, Traumatic Brain Injury, Virginia Department of Veterans Services, Virginia Employment Commission, Oasis of Hope, Vietnam Freedom Riders, Operation Homefront, Community Future Foundations, Waves, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Paralyzed Veterans of America.
 

 Returning service members from OEF/OIF who need information about services available through the VHA are encouraged to call Allaman at the Hampton VAMC, (757) 722-9961, extension 2809.
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