Volunteers serve Hampton VAMC Veterans on Day of Caring
By Derick Norris

Even though every day is a day of caring at the Hampton VA Medical Center (VAMC), on Sept. 10 Veterans were treated to a little bit extra as staff and volunteers celebrated a Day of Caring throughout the campus.  

Brightly decorated tents, music and delicious food were on the agenda as Veterans took part in a summer outing under the trees.  As the cool breeze of the Chesapeake waters made its way through the crowd, countless volunteers served, assisted and thanked the Hampton VAMC patients for their service to their country.

“The corporate organizations within our community have the option of volunteering at various facilities and I’m so glad that they chose our Hampton VA Medical Center,” said Judith Curtis, chief of Recreation Therapy/Voluntary Service.  “Our patients look forward to this afternoon with them every year and ~ it seems from all the comments by our volunteers ~ that they look forward to coming here!”
Linda Wiggs, of Recreation Therapy/Voluntary Service, said that 75 volunteers from across the Hampton Roads community came out to spend the 2010 Day of Caring with the patients.  She noted that volunteers from Langley Air Force Base, Sentara CarePlex, NASA, Bank of America, USO, United Way, the American Legion, DAV and VFW escorted and visited with the Hampton VAMC Veterans.  In addition, The Hampton Players entertained those gathered while the USO, DAV, VFW and the American Legion dished out the food and did a little entertaining of their own as they served the patients and shared their jokes and smiles.
Just across Route 64, volunteers at Fort Monroe were participating in their Day of Caring as they stuffed 2001 stockings for the troops ~ 200 of those stockings were being stuffed for Hampton VAMC patients.  Stocking goodies included generously donated 250-minute calling cards, Chap Stick and Girl Scotts cookies. 
 “The stockings were filled with a variety of 10 core items,” said Army SSgt. Montgomery, who delivered the stockings to the Hampton VAMC that day with Chap. Swartz, both stationed at Fort Monroe, Virginia.  “The first stocking was given to an active duty Soldier as a commemorative act for those who currently serve our Nation.  The following 200 stockings are for the Veterans at the Hampton VAMC. Lastly, 1,800 more stockings are being delivered overseas to Soldiers currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.” 

Chaplain Swartz explained that 2001stockings were assembled as a commemoration for 9/11 and was a project under the Garrison Chaplain Office at Fort Monroe. The combined efforts of 85 volunteers ~ active duty Soldiers, members of the Department of Defense and civilians ~ were responsible for filling the stockings.
